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Introduction 


The region of Lapithos in the Early Iron Age has been well documented, especially 
with the Swedish Expedition of the Cypro-Geometric tombs of the Kastros and Plakes burial 
grounds. This has formed the basis for tomb classification and pottery typology for that pe- 
riod. It is quite certain that the contents of the Lower Geometric tombs have confirmed the 
view that the Cypro-Geometric koine prevailed at Lapithos. Assemblages from the Lower 
Geometric graves are generally slightly poorer than those from nearby cemeteries. The lack of 
foreign imports and the absence of Aegean finds from the site, is in keeping with the evidence 
from other burial grounds in the vicinity, demonstrating that Lapithos, unlike the major cities 
of the south coast, was culturally and economically endogenously orientated. 


Discovery 


On the 5th of February 2007, a gardener’ working at a private property’, was digging 
into the soft havara (bedrock) surrounding the villa, in order to build a retaining wall of dry 
stone, when a gap opened sufficiently wide to reveal a rectangular chamber in which ceramics, 
clearly, could be seen. The proprietor asked for my advice as a friend. I flew to Cyprus and on 
the morning of the 8", I had the entrance of the chamber cleared for a first assessment. This 
revealed that the find merited that the authorities should be informed in respect of the law of 
the land. On my advice a lawyer engaged in the legal procedure. When the archaeologists of 
the Girne (Kyrenia) Museum of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus arrived at the site, 
without any preliminary examination, mapping of the layout, or of any preliminary confer- 
ring with regard methodology, they penetrated the chamber and lifted off the ceramics which 
they claimed numbered some 30 items. I cannot confirm this as the collecting was done at 
great speed which did not allow my own verification of the nomenclature, site numbering and 
quantity of the items. I could only take as many photographs as possible. All was over in a 
couple of hours. The chamber was closed. The local archaeologists had drawn a rough layout. 
All of the ceramics were carried out to the museum at Girne (Kyrenia). Up to the date of the 
present report, I have been refused access to the finds. 

The location of the graves, the styles in ceramics which were wheel-turned, the presence 
of Early Iron items place them in a period dating from 1050 to 750 BC. At that time, Cyprus 
enters its Iron Age. 


1 Mr. Fahri Korkmaz from Irfan Nadir Sokak, m. 32, Lapta, TRNC. 
2 MrJ. Winning, 5 Kayalar Sokak, Alsancak, TRNC. 
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Centrally located and positioned on traditional shipping routes, Cyprus maintained 
ties and supplied a variety of distinctive ceramic products to the major commercial centres 
in the Eastern Mediterranean throughout Antiquity. At the end of the Late Bronze Age, 
the events which precipitated the social collapse in the Aegean, Anatolia, Syria-Palestine and 
Egypt also reached Cyprus. In the Iron Age, urban society started to flourish again. The pot- 
tery of Iron Age Cyprus, unlike the pottery of the Cypriot Bronze Age, was mass produced 
in a standard range of shapes and wares. Potters often took considerably less care with their 
work, and as a result the finished products, were more homogenous and frequently flawed in 
some ways. Iron Age Cypriot pottery was nonetheless colourful and often elaborately painted 
with geometric or figurative motifs. Concentric circles were applied to jars, juglets, bowls and 
kraters. Finer wares like plates, bowls and jugs were made on the fast wheel, while larger forms 
like amphorz, amphoroid kraters and pithoi were turned and assembled with a combination 
of techniques: wheel throwing, hand coiling or moulding. We have here two types of wares, 
namely Cypro-Geometric II and Iron Age Black slip I and I found at the site of Kayalar. 
Clay analysis would provide an indication of the origins of early first millennium BC ceram- 
ics manufactured on this part of the island. The distribution of the probable clay sources and 
the links between pottery style and the material environment would produce a perspective on 
the spatial organization of large scale pottery production on the island. However, the lack of 
funding has restricted the present report to cataloguing. 

The osteology has been omitted from the present report because the skeletal remains 
had been recovered from their disturbed position after the archaeological team of the Girne 
(Kyrenia) Museum had collected the pottery artefacts to the detriment of the osteology and 
other more subtle aspects of archaeology. As a result, any taphonomic analysis had become 
restricted to the extent that it lost most of its scientific value — the position of the bodies hav- 
ing lost forever any burial significance, had there been any, and so did the position of artefacts 
in relation to them. The identification of human and animal bones has been difficult because 
the fragments were very friable and pulverized in most cases. In fact most of the bones had 
left a brown reddish imprint in the filling and in places this was confused with some ceramics 
which too had become pulverized. 

The photography of ceramics listed here as Kaya 1 to 19, following the Museum’s num- 
bering, has been lifted from my original field photographs which, subsequently, have been 
retouched and measured from them, approximately. Sadly the Girne Museum did not give 
me access to the collection to amend inaccuracies. Interestingly, the local archaeologists’ site 
plan (Fig. 11) reveals 30 items of ceramics while I number 36 as shown on my correction of 
the plan (Fig. 12). All the sherds in this catalogue and other small finds of iron and bronze, 
amazingly, were left over by the local archaeologists. 


Richard J Dumbrill 
Alsancak, October 2007 
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Fig. 1. Map of Cyprus. The arrow points to the site of Lapithos. 


Fig. 2. View of the Kyrenian mounds, part of the Pentadaktylos chain, sheltering the site. 
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Fig. 3. General view of the site. The entrance to the chamber is situated to the right of the stone wall at the centre left of the 
photograph. 
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Fig. 4. Detail of Fig. 3. Entrance to the chamber. 


Fig. 5. Discovery of the chamber revealing disturbance, probably by rodents. 
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Fig. 6. Cyrpo-geometric I] and Black Slip I ware in situ. 
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Fig. 8. First collection of pottery. 
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Fig. 9. Young Turkish archaeologists from the Museum at Girne (Kyrenia). 


Fig. 10. Handyman from the Girne (Kyrenia) Museum, casually carrying the last amphora... 
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Fig. 11. Mapping of the tomb drawn by the Turkish-Cypriot archaeologists. It is to be noted that six items which were reported 
at the original discovery are not shown here. They were located to the right of the chamber. (See below) 
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Fig. 12. Showing the items missing in Fig. 11. 
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Table of Contents 


(Pottery now at the museum of Kyrenia. Only 19 out of 36 items are listed here.) 
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2. Small footed Bowl of Bichrome II. 

3. Plate of Bichrome II. 

4, Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

5. Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

6. Neck of large amphora of Bichrome II ware. 
7. Small footed bowl of Bichrome II ware. 

8. Small footed bowl of Bichrome II ware. 

9. Large Jug of Bichrome I ware. 

10. Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

11. Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

12. Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

13. Small lentoid Bichrome II ware. 

14. Large Bichrome I] Jug. 

15. Large footed Bowl of Bichrome II ware. 
16. Small footed Bowl of Bichrome II ware. 
17. Jug of Black Slip I ware. 

18. Plate of Bichrome II ware. 

19. Small barrel-shaped Jug of Bichrome II ware. 
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Notes for dates and abbreviations. 


GM stands for Girne Museum 
Cypro-Geometric I and Cypro-Geometric I] are abbreviated as CG I and CGIL. 
Black Slip I is abbreviated as BS I. 
Periods for CG I are assumed as 1050-950 BC 
Periods for CG II are assumed as 950-900 BC 
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KAYA 1 (= GM KAYA 27?) 


1. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 24 cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 2 (= GM KAYA 12?) 


2. Small footed bowl of Bichrome II. CG IL. Height 16 cm. Diameter 25 cm. 


KAYA 3 (= GM KAYA X?) 


3. Plate of Bichrome II. CG II. Diameter 35 cm. 
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KAYA 4 (=GM KAYA 18?) 


4. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 20 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 5 (=GM KAYA 16?) 


5. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 22 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 6 (= GM KAYA 28?) 


6. Neck of large amphora of Bichrome II ware. CG I. Height 65 cm. cm. Diameter 40 (?) cm 


KAYA 7 (= GM KAYA 10?) 


7. Small footed bowl Bichrome II ware. CG I. Height 12 cm. Diameter 22 (?) cm 
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KAYA 8 (= GM KAYA 15?) 


8. Small footed bowl of Bichrome II ware. CG II. Height 14 cm. 
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KAYA 9 (= GM KAYA X?) 


‘a, 


ge —— 


9. Large Jug of Bichrome II ware. CG IL. Height about 50 cm. 
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KAYA 10 (= GM KAYA 22?) 


10. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 18 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 


Dumbrill - Kayalar Pottery Catalogue - 19 


KAYA 11 (= GM KAYA 27?) 


11. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 18 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 12 (= GM KAYA X?) 


12. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 18 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 13 (= GM KAYA X?) 
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13. Small lentoid Bichrome II ware. also called pilgrim’s flask. Nipples on both sides. CG II. Height 12 cm. 
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KAYA 14 (= GM KAYA X?) 


14. Large Bichrome II Jug. CG II. Height 50 cm. 


Dumbrill - Kayalar Pottery Catalogue - 23 


KAYA 15 (=GM KAYA 21?) 


15. Large footed Bowl of Bichrome II ware. CG I. Height 25 cm. 


KAYA 16 (= GM KAYA 14?) 


16. Small footed Bowl of Bichrome II ware. CG I. Height 10 cm. 
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KAYA 17 (= GM KAYA X?) 


17. Jug of BS I ware. CG I. Height 18 (?) cm. Trefoil mouth. 
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KAYA 18 (= GM KAYA 23?) 


18. Plate of Bichrome II ware. CG II. Diameter 35 cm. 


KAYA 19 (= GM KAYA X?) 


19. Small barrel-shaped Jug of Bichrome II ware. CG II. Height 12 cm. 


SHERDS 
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20. Part of the side with handle of a small footed bowl. CG II. 75 x 49. 


K22k) 42K 2:b 


21. Bichrome. 56.3 x a5, 
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23. Bichrome. 20 x 40. 
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K 3 


24, Part of the side of a large footed bowl. CG II. 96 x 85. 
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K44+5 


25. Buff. 90 x 90. Upper part of jug with handle. Imported? 


K6 


26. Part of the rim of an amphora.CG II. 140 x 65. 
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27. Flat up-turned lipped rim from large amphora.CG II. 140 x 65. 


K7 


28. Part of belly of amphora. CG II. 110 x 100. Perhaps to join with K 9. 
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K8 


29. Part of the neck of a large amphora. CG II. 100 x 113. 
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K9 


30. Part of belly from a large amphora. CG II. 95 x 110. Perhaps join with K 7. 
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K 10 


31. Part of the neck from a large amphora. CG IL. 130 x 145. 
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K ll 


32. Handle of large amphora.CG II. 190 x 150. 


K 12 


33. Base of jug. CG II. 145 x 50. x 
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34, Base of jug . CG II. 145 x 50. 


K 13 


35. Base of jug. CG II. 155 x 70. 


K13’ 


36. Base of jug. CG II. 155 x 70. Base of jug. 
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K 14 


37. Handle of amohora. CG II. 150 x 125. 


K15 


38. Base of small footed bowl. CG II.90 x 52. 
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K15 


39. Base of small footed bowl. CG II.90 x 52. 


K (5° 


40. Bae of small footed bowl. CG II.90 x 52. 
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K 16, 17,1819 


41. CG IIL.90 x 52. Rim and neck of jug. 


R20; 21522 


42. fragments of the globular body of a jug. Black slip I. 155 x 150. 


Dumbrill - Kayalar Pottery Catalogue - 41 


K 23, 24, 25 


43. Fragments of the belly of a jug. Black slip I. 160 x 100. 


K 26 


44, Base of a small globular footed bowl. CG II. 115 x 65. 
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K27 


45. Base of a small footed bowl. CG II. 75 x 39. 
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46. Black slip I. 90 x 50. Base of jug. 
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K29 


47. Red clay. 30 x 122. Base of jug. 


K 30 


48. Red clay. 27 x 100. Base of jug. 


K31 


49. Red clay. 72 x 22. Base of jug. 
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K 32 


40. Red clay. 73 x 20. Base of jug. 


K 33 


51. CG II. 160 x 80. Base of bowl. 
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K 34 


52. CG IL 110 x 57. Base of jug. 


K 3) 


53. CG II. 113 x 40. Base of bowl. 


K 36 


54. CG IL. 150 x 64. Base of jug. 
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K.37 


55. CG II. 120 x 39. Base of amphora. 


K 38 


56. CG II. 80 x 75. Base of koine. 
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K39 


57. CG IL 130 x 45. Base of jug. 


K 40 


58. CG II. 120 x 45. Base of bowl. 
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59. Cypro-geometric I]. 53 x 51. Handle of bowl at rim. 


K 42 


60. CG II. 90 x 57. Rim of koine. 
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K 43 


61. CG II. 134.x 50. Rim of amphora or jug. 


K 44 


62. CG II. 110 x 66. Handle of jug. 
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63. CG ILI. 85 x 43. Rim of footed bowl. 


K 46 


64. Red clay. 70 x 71. 
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K 47 


65. Cyrpo-geometric IT. 120 x 40. Handle of jug. 


K 48 


66. CG II. 85 x 90 
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67. CG II. 135 x 145. Handle of amphora. 


K 50 


68. CG IL. 75 x 83 
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K51 


69. CGI. 115 x 60. Base of footed bowl. 


K 52 


70. CG II. 90 x 55. Handle of amphora. 
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K 53 


71. Black slip I. 130 x 60. Base of jug. 


K 54 


72. CG IL. 180 x 89. Handle of amphora. 
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K 55 


73. CG IL. 150 x 45. Base of sieve? 
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74. CG II. 150 x 45. Note the presence of holes for drainng. 
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K 56 


Base of BS I jug. CG I. 40 x 100. 


K 57 


Fragment of belly of BS I jug atthe junction with the neck. CG I. 80 x 115. 
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K 58 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG IL. 75 x 60. 
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K 59 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 50 x 125. 


K 60 


Fragment of rim of amphora? jug? CG IL. 45 x 80. 
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K6l 


Base of small footed bowl. Red Clay. CG II? 30 x 57. 
K 62 


Fragment of base of BS I? jug. CGI? II? 30 x 50. 
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K 63 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 90 x 110. 


K 64 


Fragment of belly of amphora. CG II. 95 x 160. 
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K 65 


Fragment of base of jug? CG II? 20 x 70. 


K 66 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 85 x 70. 
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K 67 


Fragment of belly of jug? amphora? CG II. 75 x 90. 


K 68 


Base of BS I jug. CG I. 50 x 105. 
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K 69 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 125 x 95. 
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K 70 


Fragment of belly with part of the neck of an amphora-jug? CG II. 110 x 110. 


K71 


Part of belly of amphora. CG II. 110 x 150. 
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K72 


Base of small footed bowl. Red clay. CG II? 35 x 70. 
K 73 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug at the junction with the neck. CG II. 40 x 75. 
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K 74 


Base of BS I. CGI. 50 x 140. 


K 75 


Handle of jug. BS I? CG IP? 80 x 45. 
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K 76 


Fragment of rim of medium sized footed bowl. CG II. 62 x 87. 
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K-77 


Fragment of belly of jug. CG IL. 90 x 90. 
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K 78 


Base of BS I jug. CG 1. 55x 115. 


K79 


Handle from small footed bowl. CG II. 45 x 65. 
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K 80 


Fragment of upper part of belly from BS I jug. CG I. 70 x 90 


K 81 


Fragment of neck of amphora. CG II. 80 x 90.s 
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K 82 


Mouth of BS I jug, CG I. 22 x 37. 


K 83 


Fragment of base of jug with perforation for sieving. CG II. 60 x 120. 
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K 84 


Handle of small footed bowl. CG II. 27 x 45. 


K 85 


Fragment of belly of jug-bowl with base of handle. CG II. 55 x 90. 
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K 86 


Fragment of amphora. Red Clay. 90 x 130 


K 87 


Fragment of belly of BS I jug. .120x 115. 
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K 89 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 80 x 60. 


K 90 


Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 65 x 120. 
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Fragment of belly of amphora-jug. CG II. 85 x 65. 


Rae 


Fragment of belly of amphora at the junction with neck. CG II. 70 x 105. 
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K-93 


Fragment of amphora. GH II. 110 x 115. 


K 94 


Base of BS I jug. CG II. 55 x 110. 
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K 95 


Fragment of belly of amphora. GH IL. 110 x 110. 
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Small finds 


sy 88 mm 51 mm 


Small finds: Knife and bronze pin 


